
War Memorial Committee 

May 7, 2015 Minutes 
 

Co-chair Matt Miller introduced the agenda and called the meeting to order at 3:30 pm. Present: 

Co-chair Eric Johnson, Dick Iversen, Betty Mooney, Bob Papadakis, Mark Wenzel.  Absent 

(work commitments): Bob Hyde, Chris Long.  

 

Stories: Dick Iversen shared a story of how AHS teacher Joe Furin salvaged a wooden plaque 

from a dumpster during construction about 15 years ago at school. It turns out the plaque was a 

dedication by the Class of 1945, honoring Anacortes service members who gave their lives in 

WWII. The committee talked about either having Joe Furin's class touch up the missing letters or 

having a professional refurbish it. It was decided a professional might be the best bet to ensure 

the high level of technical expertise required. The committee discussed the possibility of having 

it in the new school -- perhaps near the gym. Matt Miller suggested it might be a good story for 

the American -- salvaging a memorial plaque so names would not be forgotten, just like the 

current effort being undertaken by the committee to cerate a memorial.  

 

Dick also shared a story about an Anacortes resident who was awarded the Medal of Honor. The 

committee agreed to include an element in the stadium design dedicated to this individual. Dick 

said he would do more research on the details.    

 

CAG member list: The committee confirmed the following members to serve on the 

Community Advisory Group: Thad Lindquist, Brandon J. Robinson,  Art Shotwell, Don 

Yankacy, Bret Lunsford.  

 

Design elements: The committee reviewed the schematic design for the stadium and discussed 

having design elements built into the plaza -- perhaps flags, writing inscribed on the flag base or 

other plaza areas, and plaques or design elements with names by the concession stand or stadium 

entryway. It was decided to keep the memorial low-maintenance and perhaps forego a stand-

alone structure. It was agreed that Mark would reach out to architect Kevin Oremus to get a 

couple sketches for design possibilities.  

 

June 5 meeting: The committee discussed the purpose of the CAG and the upcoming June 5 

meeting at 3:30 pm. The agenda includes:  

 

1. Welcome (Matt/Eric) 

2. Background (Mark)  

3. Design elements and feedback (Kevin Oremus and steering committee)  

4. Process for naming the stadium (Matt)  

5. Medal of Honor and WWII plaque stories (Dick)  

6. Next steps  

 

Budget: The committee confirmed the $200,000 budget and agreed that such a budget would go 

quickly. Mark noted the possibility of support from the state's capital construction fund. Others 

mentioned the possibility of community donations.  
 


